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Rebecca Brain, Communications Coordinator at 610-344-6279, rbrain@chesco.org, or Mark Rupsis,
Chief Operating Officer at 610-344-6026, mrupsis@-chesco.org.

Photo caption: The Chester County Commissioners joined members of the Phoenixville Area
Social Concerns Committee, representatives from area churches, Phoenixville Borough Council,
businesses, non-profits, schools and universities in a ceremonial walk across the newly-named Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Bridge.

Chester County Commissioners rename Phoenixville bridge

County-owned bridge renamed to honor the memory of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

n

PHOENIXVILLE, PA_The Chester County Commissioners undertook a “first” this week when
they formally dedicated a county-owned bridge re-named to honor the legacy of the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Bridge 185 in Phoenixville was officially given the new name following a request made by
members of the Phoenixville Area Social Concerns Committee (SCC) and Phoenixville churches in
October 2015. The SCC’s mission is to promote community and racial harmony throughout the greater
Phoenixville area in the spirit of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. through direct action and
relevant causes.
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The bridge dedication ceremony included a welcome and comments from County Commissioners
Terence Farrell, Kathi Cozzone and Michelle Kichline, as well as Phoenixville Mayor Michael Speck,
Phoenixville Borough Council President Jim Kovaleski, and Mark King Exley, Chairman of the SSC.
Representatives from Phoenixville’s business, non-profit, faith-based, education and government
communities attended the event, which culminated with the unveiling of the bridge plaque and a
ceremonial walk across the newly-named bridge.

The bridge spans the French Creek and bisects the borough of Phoenixville on Main Street.

Chester County is the first county in Pennsylvania to initiate a strategic planning process and has
a Aaa rating on its bonds from Moody’s Investors Service as well as AAA ratings from Standard & Poor’s
and Fitch Ratings. Established by William Penn as one of Pennsylvania’s three original counties,
Chester County has been named by Forbes.com and Movoto.com as one of America’s best places to raise
a family and is ranked one of the healthiest counties in Pennsylvania by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation and the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute.



