
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 14, 2020 

  

Wolf Administration Issues Guidance to Non-essential Businesses 
as Part of COVID-19 Mitigation Efforts 

Businesses in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery counties urged to close for 
14 days  

Harrisburg, PA – Today, the Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED), in consultation with the Department of Health (DOH), issued 
guidance for non-essential businesses in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and 
Montgomery counties to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  

Governor Tom Wolf has strongly urged non-essential businesses in the four 
counties to close during their county-specific mitigation periods to protect 
employees, customers, and suppliers and limit the spread of the virus through 
personal contact and surfaces. DCED and DOH are reaching out to businesses 
through a letter to provide guidance on the types of businesses that are urged to 
close. The letter also indicates to businesses that financial assistance opportunities 
are available to mitigate the financial impact of closures.  

“We are committed to keeping all Pennsylvanians safe and healthy, and we are 
taking every measure to prevent the spread of COVID-19,” said DCED Secretary 
Dennis Davin. “We continue to report new cases of coronavirus every day, and 
additional steps must be taken to stop the spread. Therefore, we strongly urge non-
essential businesses across Pennsylvania to do their part by temporarily closing to 
help mitigate the spread of this contagious virus.”   

Non-essential businesses include community and recreation centers; gyms, 
including yoga, barre and spin facilities; hair salons, nail salons and spas; casinos; 
concert venues; theaters; bars; sporting event venues and golf courses; retail 
facilities, including shopping malls and except for pharmacy or other health care 
facilities within retail operations. Restaurants are urged only to remain open for 
carry-out and delivery orders.   

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVnWF4AXm7Bewb8tsDifYpQScbDc1MUghoWEaTrXQjohkANTe2olqT5jiIZS-2FzpWGQ-3D-3D5zS3_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2dZgXkz-2FPWqy73eyKHdb82rKoH0v8RX5STHGn6Dhn4bdz-2Bq5Uba5LtakUDuaXRuvzcpPh6GnfvZud5s0C5V7n48F4BwW6cOrVwZdHaptHIDALLhDW32N6HiV8HHzLi5IDP1epELbd5PZ4VDunMwEn8Kjk-2Btf2taZNTSH3D2IL1mX4unuAFQoUg92NgMbrGEjh3UTvunk7eRhOiW9Wk2yVeyeUqd9e7kr1ZKfZMgWS5wCnB5mr7BqkCpRGZszNL0yLs-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C29f30d2832144e29ad5208d7c86108b1%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637198191392286369&sdata=N0Xl7oiw57UjFKe%2F6dCRPV2fUob%2FN7%2BS96kdQaOqN9A%3D&reserved=0


“We understand that small businesses are an economic driver in Pennsylvania, and 
a temporary closure will be a financial and community disruptor,” Davin said. 
“However, our top priority is maintaining public health and safety of all 
Pennsylvanians and taking these proactive steps now can help mitigate a potential 
community spread. DCED is committed to working with the business community to 
provide helpful resources for financial assistance.”  

DCED offers working capital loans that could be of assistance to businesses 
impacted by COVID-19. Resources and information will be posted to 
http://dced.pa.gov/resources as they become available. The U.S. Small Business 
Administration, in addition to local funding partners, may also be a source of 
assistance for affected businesses.  

The Wolf Administration strongly encourages businesses to act now before the 
governor or the Secretary of Health finds it necessary to compel closures under the 
law for the interest of public health, including section 7301 of the Emergency 
Management Services Code. 

MEDIA CONTACTS: Casey Smith (DCED), 717-418-0954; Lyndsay Kensinger 
(Gov. Wolf), 717-783-1116  
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